
History of Vinyl Flooring 
 

The world’s most versatile plastic had a rather humble beginning:  A rubber scientist during 

the early 1920s stumbled onto a new material with fantastic properties during his search for a 

synthetic adhesive.  Waldo Semon was intrigued with his finding, and experimented by making 

golf balls and shoe heels out of the versatile material called polyvinyl chloride, or PVC.  Soon 

after his discovery, PVC-based products such as insulated wire, raincoats and shower curtains 

hit the market.  As more uses for vinyl were discovered, industry developed more ways to 

produce and process the new plastic. 

 

But it was only in the 1930’s that vinyl flooring was invented and first made an impact on the 

architectural world in the years following World War Two. By the 1950’s it was a major 

competitor against other resilient options, and had all but usurped linoleum’s position as a low 

cost water resistant flooring option. 

 

Today, vinyl is the second largest-selling plastic in the world, and the industry employs more 

than 100,000 people in the United States alone. Vinyl’s low cost, versatility and performance 

make it the material of choice for dozens of industries such as health care, communications, 

aerospace, automotive, retailing, textiles and construction. Rigid as pipe or pliable as plastic 

wrap, vinyl is a leading material of the 21st century. 

 

What sets today's luxury vinyl tile apart from the vinyl of days past is appearance.  The hokey 

designs and limited options of yesteryear are history.  New vinyl flooring mimics any of a 

number of other flooring materials and does it so well that most people can't tell the difference 

between it and the real thing. Vinyl flooring can be purchased to look like hardwoods, stone, 

ceramic tile, metal flooring, bamboo, marble, and even inlayed hardwood medallions and 

borders. The truth is there's an imitation vinyl tile, plank, or sheet out there to match just about 

any flooring material you desire. 

 

Structure of Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring 

There are two different structures of Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring that are commonly used.  

One that we call the stick down or glue down plank and the other the click system or floating 

plank.  Depending on your application your installer will recommend the best one for you to 

install.  

Glue Down / Stick Down Plank: 

 

Wear Layer  -  A clear Poly-urethane layer which makes the plank resistant to scratches and 

makes it easy to clean and water resistant. 

 

Middle Layer / Decorative Paper  -  This carries the printed design that gives the plank the 

natural look and feel. 

 

Backing Layer  -  This is the bottom layer of the plank and give the plank its durability and 

strength and sound absorbing quality.  This side is stuck down to the floor with a special 

adhesive.  

 

http://flooring.about.com/od/bathroom-floors/ss/Stylish-Bathroom-Flooring-Options_3.htm


 

 

 

 

Clic System / Floating Plank: 

 

Wear Layer  -  A clear Poly-urethane layer which makes the plank resistant to scratches and 

makes it easy to clean and water resistant. 

 

Middle Layer / Decorative Paper  -  This carries the printed design that gives the plank the 

natural look and feel. 

 

Stability Layer  -  Fibreglass scrim layer for plank stability. 

 

Backing Layer  -  This is the bottom layer of the plank and give the plank its durability and 

strength and sound absorbing quality.  This side is stuck down to the floor with a special 

adhesive.  

 



 

Pro’s and Con’s when choosing Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring 
 

Cost 

Pro & Con – Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring is much cheaper than your Engineered wooden 

flooring but can be equal to if not more expensive than Laminate flooring.  So it all depends 

on your personal preference is at the end of the day. 

 

Durability 
Pro – Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring is very Water resistant making it ideal to install in 

bathrooms, kitchens and laundry rooms. Vinyl wears incredibly well and is extremely durable. 

 

Con - One needs to be very careful when dropping glass or moving furniture not to gouge the 

surface.   

 

Maintenance 

Pro – The floor is low maintenance and easy to care for.  You have to make sure the grit and 

dirt are kept swept free to maintain the surface of the floor.  Then you use a damp mop and an 

approved vinyl floor cleaner to remove stains. 

 

 

 



Installation 

Con  -  While the Vinyl Planks are easy to install, getting your subfloor ready for installation 

can prove to be a difficult job. One’s subfloor needs to be free of all particles or this may show 

through the tiles in bumps and lumps over time.  And it also goes to say if there are any 

inconsistencies in your screed, this could also show up over time.  

 

Con - Vinyl flooring does nothing to a home’s resale value and it can prove very difficult to 

remove once it is installed, unless it is installed as a floating floor. 

 

 

Applications of Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring 
 

Luxury Vinyl Plank flooring is durable, water resistant, and mould resistant, which means that 

it can be used everywhere. 

 

 Living Rooms 

 Hallways 

 Entryways 

 Dining Rooms 

 Bathrooms 

 Kitchens 

 Laundry Rooms 

 

 


